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An Analysis on the Substitution of Horse for

Elephant in Ma Wangdui Silk Manuscript Zhouyi Xici

Wu Yong
(Liberal Arts College sYangtze University ,Jingzhou 434023, Hubei Province)

Abstract : As for the substitution of horse for elephant in Ma Wangdui silk manuscript Zhouyi Xici,
scholars have put forward a variety of viewpoints. Some argue it is a mistake or a variation;some think it is
sound-borrowed; some consider it is similar in appearance;some believe it is a taboo,and some maintain it
is a reflection of cultural changes. However,none of the arguments can justify itself. In fact,in ancient Chi-
na,the elephants had been used to drive before the use of horses and cattle. With the southward migration
of elephants,the elephants were replaced by the horses and cattle to drive. The copywriter of the silk man-
uscript is supposed to consciously reflect the change without noticing the difference between the image of
the elephants and the animal of elephants.

Key words : Ma Wangdui;silk manuscript; Zhouyi Xici;horse;elephant



