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The internal Logic of Han Feizi’s Governance According To
Humanfeelings and the origin of Huang Lao’s Theory
Wang Honggqgiang
(College of History and Culture , Lanzhou University . Lanzhou ,Gansu ,China)

Abstract : Han Feizi’s human feelings mainly refer to the true modality of seeking advantages and avoiding
disadvantages when dealing with the relationship between people and things.The design of governance based
on emotion helps the monarch to conform to and make use of people’s behavior and psychological tendency
of seeking advantages and avoiding disadvantages. On the basis of controlling and controlling the human
feelings of the subjects,the political affairs and social life can be unified efficiently and conveniently, which
can not only overcome the disadvantages of the monarch’s lack of morality and intelligence, but also realize
the efficient governance of simplicity and complexity. The inherent requirement of governing by emotion is
that the monarch does nothing and the minister does something. The subjects use their abilitieseverywhere, and
contribute wisdom and talent to the country in the performance of their duties. The monarch maintains a
“inaction” attitude in the specific actions of the subjects. The theoretical origin of Han Feizi’ s rule by
emotion is Huang Lao Taoism.Han Feizi shrinks Huang LLao’s rule by emotion based on the grand vision
of heaven-earth-people to the dimension of the relationship between monarch and minister to assist in
strong rule.

Keywords : Legalist;han Feizi; huang Lao Taoism ; human theory;governance according to human feelings



