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Evaluation and Optimization on Economic Growth

of Yangtze River Economic Zone

Huang Cheng
(Institute for the Development of Central China ,Wuhan University ,Wuhan 430072)

Abstract : To drive the economic growth of the Yangtze River economic belt as the research object,u-
sing the provincial panel data from 1997~2015 and Solow residual method to analyze characteristics of eco-
nomic growth driving force of Yangtze River Economic Belt empirically. The results suggest that the eco-
nomic growth of the Yangtze economy is showing a ’single engine’ characterized by high capital invest-
ment.Labour force and total factor productivity have a small impact on economy.Moreover, it is the up-
stream and middle reaches where strongly dependent on capital investment. Total factor productivity of
downstream is higher than other place.LLabour investment in Yunnan and Zhejiang have higher contribution
to economic growth.Based on this analysis,the way to optimization the economic growth of the Yangtze e-
conomy depends on developing innovative emerging industries, building the Yangtze River traffic system
and cooperation mechanism of industry as well.

Key words : The Yangtze River economic zone;economic growth driving force;solow residual method;

optimization



