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Mythological Study of Alan Dundes
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Abstract ;: Alan Dundes,an American folklore expert, has some originality in the study of mythology.
He opposed the antiquated practice of historical research on mythology, advocated and carried out syn-
chronic research and symbolic study.On the one hand,he conducted a synchronic study of the myth and an-
alyzed the myth’ s narrative structure; On the other hand, he made psychoanalytic interpretation of the
myth,emphasizing the unity of the universality and the relativity of culture. Alan Dundes’ exploration of
mythological research methods and his concise definition of myth all contributed to the development of
mythology.
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A.N.Afanasyev and Mythological Ideas in Russian Folk Tales

Wang Shufu
(School of Chinese Language and Literature ,Central China Normal University ,Wuhan 430079
Center for Hubei Literary Theory and Criticism Studies ,Central China Normal University sWuhan 430079;
Center for Russian Language and Literature and Culture Studies , Heilongjiang University - Harbin 150080)
Abstract : In the academic history of Russian folk tales, mythology and folklore, Russian Folk Tale edi-
ted and written by scholar A.N.Afanasyev, which is regarded as the epitome of Russian mythology and folk
tales,shows very great significance and value.Generally speaking, Russian Folk Tales shows a strong fea-
ture of the comparative mythology school, contains at least three more obvious mythological ideas. Tales
are an important textual manifestation of mythological ideas, mythological and meteorological theory is the
inner essence of folk tales,and Slavic national consciousness is the core of folk tales.In a word,the mytho-
logical resources, multiple narrative art and artistic rhetoric in Russian Folk Tales have a lasting and far—
reaching influence on Russian mythology,folk oral creation and modern literature.

Key words : A.N.Afanasyev; Russian Folk Tales;mythological ideas;comparative mythology



