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From Le Festin d ’immortalité to Mythe et épopée
——A Review on Georges Dumézil’s Oriental Mythology Study

Shen Yuchan
(Foreign Language Department , Peking University ,Beijing 100871)

Abstract : As a major object of Dumézil’s study, Oriental myth plays an important part in his resear-
ches. Trifonction hypothesis depends on Dumézil’s Oriental mythology study, which is the main part and
foundation of Dumeézil’s academic ideas.With a help of a review on Dumézil’s research,we need to rethink
over relationships between Oriental myth and western theory.

Key words :oriental mythology;trifonction;comparative mythology;structure
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Rice Myth in the Belief of Dai and Thai Ethnic Groups

Hilaben Natalang
(College of Chinese Language and Literature ,Chulalongkorn University , Bangkok)

Abstract : In the culture of Dai and Thailand, the way of life is closely related to the cultivation of rice.
Therefore, the myth about rice occupies an important position in the mythological stories of Dai and Thai
ethnic groups.and is handed down from generation to generation.No matter it is the Dai people, Dai mark
people, Tai people,black Dai people,Bai Dai people,l.ao people,there are rice myths about rice goddess, but
their appellations are different.Rice mythology is like the long memory and record of faith of the Dai and
Thai peoples.If we compare the rice mythology texts of Dai and Tai nationalities, we can find that they have
much in common in their thoughts and beliefs about grain spirit. Although no two texts have exactly the
same content,they all share the same thinking in terms of plot, theme,and main content, that is, they all
emphasize the benefits of rice to mankind, which also makes it possible for the various cultures of the Dai
and Thai ethnic groups,there are similar rituals about rice.

Key words :Dai and Thai ethnic groups;rice myth;rice goddess;grain spirit



