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Demise or Usurp?
——Analysis on the Deconstruction of the Myth of Kingship in Ancient China

Jae-Seo Jung
(Dept.of Chinese Literature ,Exwwha Womans Univ.Seoul )

Abstract : Centered on Yao-Shun demise, Gun-Yu harnessing the water and Cheng Tang praying for
rain, this paper analyzes the reality and mythological prototype of these myths,and compares these myths
with some myths outside China and the mythology of the surrounding nationalities.Combined with the so-
cial violence before civilizing history,these myths are deconstructed and analyzed.The following conclusions
are drawn: Yao-Shun demise is a story written according to the idealism of Confucianism and Mohist
Thought of Advocating Virtue,in which the demise is actually a kind of political event that uses force to re-
alize the alternation of political power.The myth of Gun-Yu governing the water is a tragedy that conflicts
between father and son caused by the struggle of power,resulting in the behavior of killing father. Although
the myth of Cheng Tang praying for rain beautify Cheng Tang as the emperor who loves the people,it is in
fact very likely that Cheng Tang as a witch monarch to be killed. This understanding enables us to free our-
selves from the bondage of imperial lineages and to understand Wang Quan in ancient China from the level
of fracture and discontinuity. This can give us new thinking space. It is generally believed that Chinese
mythology has not been literalized or systematized, but from the above conclusion,compared with western
mythology,Chinese mythology has the characteristics of human culture to a large extent, but its level is
different.Here,we should also pay attention to the traditional Chinese cultural mechanism,which has been
covering up or changing the violent facts such as war and killing,and this mechanism is an important basis
for the formation of the existing Chinese mythological characteristics and patterns.

Key words : demise; banish;violence;peripheral culture;emperors’ genealogy;cultural mechanisms



