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Retrospect and Prospect of Phonetic Research on

the Northern Area of Eastern Fujian Dialect

Ren Xiangyu
(School of Language and Culture » Ningde Normal University, Ningde 352000, Fujian)

Abstract : The literature of four historical dialects in northern area of eastern Fujian dialect has recor-
ded many phenomena since the middle of the 18th century, such as the phonetic condition of fu’an dialect,
the production of the semivowels, the mixture of consonant endings, the existence of Cuo Kouhu( with y
as the vowel or head vowel) , vowel variation, etc., from which the clues can be found. With the deepening
of the investigation and research of dialect, the phenomena of initial consonant assimilation and vowel vari-
ation in the northern area of eastern Fujian dialect have become hot topics in the academic circle. However,
the introduction of the historical analytic hierarchy process of modern phonology has given a reasonable ex-
planation to the complicated phenomena of phonetic changes. The future phonetic research needs to dig
deeply into the historical corpus, make a more detailed investigation of the living language, and pay more
attention to the complicated dialectal contact in the northern area of eastern Fujian dialect. In addition, it is
one of the ways to expand the research field of phonetics in the northern area of eastern Fujian dialect by

combining dialects with operas and other folk cultural forms.

Key words : eastern Fujian dialect; the northern area; phonetic research; status quo; prospect



