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West Music and the Court Fashion of the Southern Dynasties

Liu Yanqun
(Liberal Arts College sYangtze University ,Jingzhou 434020, Hubei Province )

Abstract : West Music, popular in the Southern Dynasties, with a sad and euphemistical style, has
boldly described the life and love in the Southern Dynasties,reflected the freedom of human nature,and re-
alized the transcendence of the music education of “ruling the heart” and “transforming the people” in the
pre—Qin Dynasty. However,the central theme of “love” of West Music is fundamentally contrary to the
fine realistic tradition of “the derivation of the folk songs’ creation in the Han Dynasty from a feeling of
sadness or happiness for specific events in real life”,and the political and religious purpose of creating folk
songs in the Han Dynasty to “judge the artlessness or worldliness of the local customs”. The paradox of
West Music’s pursuit for love and the Han— styled folk songs’ aim of judging the rise and fall of a dynasty
by customs is the result of joint action by the south—dynasties court’s penchant for vocal music, their in-
dulgence in the hedonic life style and the secular aesthetic trend. It is from the level of secular love that the
West Music reflects the court’s indulgence in vocal music and enjoyment in the Southern Dynasties.

Key words : West Music; Southern Dynasties;court fashion;hedonism;secularization



