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The Orally-Transmitted Fox Stories and Fox Faith in Wujiagou Village
Cheng Liang
(Faculty of Japanese Language and Culture , Guangdong University of
Foreign Studies , Guangzhou 510420, Guangdong Province)
Abstract : Through a field investigation case of Wujiagou village in Hubei Province, four questions
were analyzed, i.e. the source of orally-transmitted fox stories, the relationship between orally-transmitted
fox stories and written ones, the significance of orally-transmitted fox stories to the locals and the relation-

ship between orally-transmitted fox stories and fox faith. The results show that there may be 3 sources for

orally-transmitted fox stories in Wujiagou village the ancient written fox stories, the communication
between the villagers and people outside the village as well as the villagers’ life experience, imagination
and practice. The life experience of the locals is the heritage mould of orally-transmitted fox stories, while
the ancient classic written fox stories in the daily life practice of the local people have been constantly re-
written, and gradually become orally-transmitted fox stories that are meaningful to the locals. The orally-
transmitted fox stories not only reflect the local people’s life experience, express their wishes and needs,
but also become part of the local people’s knowledge and memory of life, which in turn guide their lives.
Meanwhile, they are also a means of the locals’ entertainment and education. Fox faith can be experienced
by heart, heard by ears and seen by eyes. Orally-transmitted fox stories belong to the audible part and the
invisible carrier of fox faith. Villagers create and adapt many orally-transmitted fox stories on the basis of
imagination. These stories imply the villagers’ life experience, memories and local knowledge, and also
constitute the cultural context of the spread of fox faith.
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