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On Sentence Rhymes in The Book of Songs
Chen Meng

(College of International Education .School of Literature ,
Shandong University,Jinan 250100,Shandong)

Abstract : There are both end rhymes and sentence rhymes in The Book of Songs.A sentence rhyme is
not a coincidence in a poem,but has a fixed rhyme format in The Book of Songs.There are three types of
sentence rhymes in The Book of Songs -— single sentences,consecutive sentences and alternate sentences,
making up sixteen musical sound types.There are four basic types of sentence rhymes,including the form
of “AO A O” or “O A O A” in single sentences,the form of “O A O B,O A O B” in consecutive sen-
tences and the form of “ OO0 00O, 0O A O B.OOOO,0O A O B.” in alternate sentences. There are also 12
variations of sentence rhymes in The Book of Songs.The sentence rhymes are also widely distributed in
Chinese poems and foreign languages,which have two major rhetorical functions,namely, “neat structure”
and “smooth reading”.

Key words : The Book of Songs ;sentence rhymes;form;musical sound type



