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The Withered Garden of Gods: The Game of Multiple Forces

in the Transformation of Mythological Resources

Huo Zhigang
(School of Chinese Language and Literature , Beijing Normal University ,Beijing 100875)

Abstract : The research on the transformation of mythological resources has become a hot topic in the research
of mythology.Previous researches mainly focused on successful cases,but lacked the reflection on the limitation and
validity of the mythological resource transformation. The myth park in Xishuangbanna was taken as an example to
analyze the market factors and cultural factors of its decline. The market factors of its decline lie in its failure to
meet the needs of tourism consumers and thus its elimination by the market,and its lack of regional advantages.
The deep cultural factors are as follows:it has not integrated into the living folk custom and has not activated the
cultural identity;the transformation of mythological resources is restricted by Buddhism;its site is not the sacred
relic of local people’s belief,and lacks the foundation of belief.Only by following the law of the market, selecting
the core symbol of the myth tradition,activating cultural identity,and respecting local culture and religious belief,
can the validity of for-profit myth resource transformation be improved.

Key words : myth; heritage tourism;Dai nationality;cultural identity; Buddhism



