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External Causes for the Success of Three Yuan

Brothers’ Literature in Gong’an County

Zhou Jiahong
(School of Humanities and New Media ,Yangtze University ,Jingzhou 434023, Hubei)

Abstract : In addition to internal causes, there are also external causes for the great success of three
Yuan brothers from Gong’an county in literature. The first external cause is the factor of time. After the
emperor Wanli was in power, he was idle,and the control of the imperial court over the ideological field was
weakened, thus the three Yuan brothers could engage in fierce debates with the classicist school for many
times and finally won the victory; Wang Yangming’s ideology on mind provided the ideological foundation
for the three Yuan brothers’ literary theory,while Li Zhi’s thought had a profound influence on the three
Yuan brothers,and made the three Yuan brothers,especially Yuan Hongdao, get rid of the shackles of the
thoughts of restoring ancient ways in the literary world at that time;In the Ming Dynasty,especially in the
late Ming Dynasty, literati liked to form associations, so the three Yuan brothers formed the Gong’ an
school. The second external cause is the family instruction of the three Yuan brothers’ grandfather, Yuan
Dahua,who asked his children to gain fame by reading,and the role of home tutoring by the three Yuan
brothers’ father Yuan Shiyu, their grandfather Gong Dagqi, and their uncles Gong Zhongmin and Gong
Zhongqing. The third external cause is the influence of Chu culture on the three Yuan brothers. The fourth
external cause is three Yuan brothers’ extensive friend— making and travelling.

Key words : three Yuan brothers; Gong’an county;literature;success;external causes



