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An Analysis on the Dynamic State of Central Political Pattern over
the Reign of Wanli in the Post-Zhang Juzheng Period
Zhang Xin
(School of Marxism ,Anhui Normal University sWuhu 241000, Anhui)

Abstract : After the death of Zhang Juzheng, the emperor Shenzong of the Ming Dynasty made use of
the long-accumulated potential of “anti-Zhang” in the internal administration and civil service group to
form a political force,which quickly completed the replacement of central forces during the power transi-
tion period,consolidated the imperial power and completed the reorganization of the central political pat-
tern of the court by eliminating Zhang Juzheng, Feng Bao and their political forces. This series of actions
undoubtedly guaranteed the centralization and prestige of the imperial power,but at the same time acceler-
ated the turbulence of the imperial situation,dispelled the political influence of the cabinet which had been
strengthened before,and also accelerated the formation of the trend of political and economic decline from
resurgence in the middle and late Ming Dynasty.

Key words :the reign of Wanli;central political pattern;cabinet;imperial censors



