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An Interpretation on the Themes of the Flood Myth
Xu Zhigiang
(School of Chinese Language and Literature ,Central China Normal University sWuhan 430079, Hubei)

Abstract : The motif is only a part of the story,and the understanding of its meaning should be ana-

lyzed in the whole story. Therefore,story research should go beyond the analysis of the isolated motif and

move towards the interpretation of the story as a whole, that is,the theme. From this perspective,the flood

myth summed up from the motif actually contains multiple types and multilevel themes. Among them,the

most prominent themes are ethics and beliefs, which need to be differentiated and interpreted. In short,ac-

curately and profoundly grasping the theme of a story is always the original intention and basic mission of

story research.

Key words : motif; theme; flood myth;ethics;faith
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