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Qing Poetesses’ Acceptance of “Zhaojun Poems” in A Dream of Red Mansions

Yang Yong
(Periodical Press sChina Three Gorges University ,Yichang 443002, Hubei)

Abstract : A Dream of Red Mansions has been well accepted by the readers for its high spiritual value
and artistic achievement, among which the poems on the theme of chanting Wang Zhaojun has exerted
great influence on the works of the poetesses in the Qing Dynasty. The sad theme and critical spirit of Zha-
ojun poems in A Dream of Red Mansions were inherited by female poets,and at the same time they incor-
porated their own thinking and sincere emotion. Female poets also wrote a lot of poems praising the a-
chievements of Wang Zhaojun’s peace-making marriage, which is a reinterpretation of A Dream of Red
Mansions and the sad theme of Zhaojun poems in previous dynasties, reflecting the awakening of female
consciousness and self-affirmation. Female poets also drew lessons from A Dream of Red Mansions in the
form of poetry presentation. Like the poem series of A Dream of Red Mansions ,the emotional impact of
the series of historical poems on readers is obviously enhanced and should be examined as a whole. The
combination of poetry and other art forms enhances the vividness and acceptability of poetry. The phenom-
enon of the female poets’ acceptance of Zhaojun poems in the Qing Dynasty is the product of the wide dis-
semination and reading of A Dream of Red Mansions ,which should be included into the vision of the cul-
tural study of A Dream of Red Mansions.

Key words : A Dream of Red Mansions ; poetesses; Zhaojun poems;acceptance
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