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The Diversity Image of the Jinn

—The Study of an Origin Myth of Kurds

Xu chi
(School of Foreign Languages , Peking University ,Beijing ,100871)

Abstract : With the image of the Jinn in the eyes of most Muslims,it is difficult to explain why there is
an origin myth among the Kurds that regards the Jinn as the ancestor of the nation. In fact, the character
and image of the Jinn have undergone great changes since ancient times. Early Jinn often appeared as
guardian gods,and the document of modern Kurds’ folklore also recorded the beliefs in the Jinn. The rea-
son for the change of the image of the Jinn is closely related to the law of religious development and the po-
litical logic of regional development. In this context,the origin myth of “the first ancestor of the Jinn” nar-
rated by Kurds,on the one hand, preserves the original deity characteristics and images of the Jinn together
with folk beliefs, helping the Kurds to establish cultural identity attributes. On the other hand,it also be-
comes a tool for other ethnic groups to know,identify and construct the image of Kurds. The origin myth
of “the first ancestor of the Jinn” still told by Kurds highlights the value and significance of myth not only
as an interpretation of text,but also in the process of continuous interaction with real life.

Key words : Kurds;origin myth;Jinn
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