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Cultural Interpretation of Tiger Myth in Southwest China
from the Perspective of Ethnic Integration

Ren Kuan
(School of Culture and Media ,Guizhou Normal College ,Guiyang 550018 ,Guizhou)

Abstract : The tiger myth is widely spread among many ethnic groups in China,among which the mate-
rials in southwest China are the most abundant. The motifs of tiger myth in southwest China mainly in-
clude;tiger god, tiger creation, tiger birth, man-tiger transformation, man-tiger marriage, man-tiger fight,
tiger repayment and so on. From the perspective of ethnic integration,the origin of tiger myth in this area
is mainly affected by mythological thinking, ethnic origin,regional relationship and geographical environ-
ment. The value of studying mythology from the perspective of ethnic integration lies in discovering the
regular pattern of integration,interaction and coordinated development reflected in the overall ethnic cul-
tural phenomenon,in revealing a way to comprehend the cultural phenomenon under the condition of multi-
ethnic coexistence, and in understanding the historical appearance and contemporary significance of the
community of the Chinese nation.

Key words : ethnic integration;southwest China;tiger myth;motif;cultural formation reason
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