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Study on the Agricultural Narrative of the Myth of Tail-cut Dragon

in the Yellow River Basin

Deng Yuhan Hu Xinxin

(Southwest Frontier Minority Research Center , Yunnan University , Kunming 650091, Yunnan)

Abstract : In the period of low productivity, agricultural production was closely related to rain. In this
context, the tail-cut dragon was regarded by humans as the incarnation of the god of abundant water and
became the object of worship in people’s life. The farming culture in this basin originated earlier, and people
here made a living on agriculture for generations, constructing a simple agricultural narrative. The traditional
agricultural production and life gave birth to a rich myth of tail-cut dragon. The myth of tail-cut dragon
was inherited in the process of information communication between people, and with the passage of time,
different versions were derived, but all the stories reflected the basic appeal of human beings for a better

life.

Key words : Yellow River Basin; worship of water god; the myth of tail-cut dragon; agricultural narrative



