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Research on the Flood Myth in Western Countries Before 1872

and Its Discourse Purpose
Liu Lian

(School of Chinese Language and Literature , Hebei Normal University , Shijiazhuang 050024, Hebei)

Abstract :In 1872, George Smith deciphered the flood myth tablet unearthed in Mesopotamia, and
found that the biblical account of flood originated from Mesopotamian civilization. Since then, the study of
the flood myth has begun to undergo a major shift. Before Smith, the research on the biblical flood myth
still could not be separated from the theological framework. All interpretations were based on Christian
theological concepts, echoing the “Logos” concept of Christian theology and its linear historical view of
time. Even if there were occasional interpretations that deviated from the theology’s logos concept, no one
dared to acknowledge the multi-source phenomenon of the flood myth, but viewed the biblical flood account as the
only source of all the flood myths around the world. Analyzing the biblical flood narrative researches before
Smith’s discovery and excavating the inner echoes of these researches and theological concepts will not
only help us to understand the flood myth researches from a larger historical background, but also help us
to further think about the process of the emergence and establishment of mythology through the relationship
between mythology and theology.
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