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1982); the essays by Marcia Lieberman, Karen Rowe, Susan Gubar and Sandra Gilbert in Don’t Bet on the Prince, ed.Jack
Zipes (New York:Methuen,1986); Ruth Bottigheimer, Grimms’ Bad Girls and Bold Boys : The Moral and Social Vision of
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their Tellers(London:Chatto & Windus,1995).
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The Semantic Power Transformation of Folktales and Fairy Tales:

Cinderella and Its Influence

Jack Zipes' [ author ] Mo Chou®[ translator ]
(1.College of Arts and Sciences s University of Minnesota , Minneapolis MN55455,USA ;

2.China Tourism Academy (Data Center of the Ministry of Culture and Tourism),Beijing 100005)
Abstract : The transformation of semantic power of the Cinderella story circle in history indicates a
kind of utopian demand, especially the appeal of socially disadvantaged groups to change their life trajectory.
Through the transformation of oral and written literature, we can see that fairy tales play an important role
in modern society as myths and counter-myths, which exert ideological influence in social reform programs
involving education and culture. After all, telling or writing fairy tales is done by saying or doing. Therefore,

telling and writing fairy tales is also a way to master knowledge, power and control one’s own destiny.

Keywords : Cinderella;oral literature; written literature



