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The Historical Origin and Geographical Distribution of the
Chinese Story of Mother Ghost Nurturing a Child

Fan Xiaoling

(Department of Chinese Language and Literature , Sun Yat-sen University » Guangzhou 510275, Guangdong)

Abstract : The story of Mother Ghost Nurturing a Child is a genre which takes the plot of the ghost of

a dead mother’s coming back to raise her young child as the core motif. The genre was maturing gradually

during the period from the Northern and Southern Dynasties to Song Dynasty; During the Yuan and Ming

Dynasties, the plots of the Chinese Story of Mother Ghost Nurturing a Child were full of twists and turns,

and the content was richer and more vivid, showing realistic and compound tendencies; From the Qing
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Dynasty to modern times, the story of Mother Ghost Nurturing a Child showed the characteristics of folklore,
with strong explanatory characteristics and strong regional characteristics. Nationwide, the story of Mother Ghost
Nurturing a Child is mainly spread in Liaoning, Fujian, Taiwan, Jiangsu, Hebei, Anhui, Guangdong and other
regions. Its geographical distribution is mainly banded and dotted, with a band-like distribution in the eastern
part from the Bohai Sea to the Beibu Gulf, and a scattered dotted distribution in the central and western
regions. Exploring the historical origin and geographical distribution of this genre of story is helpful to
comprehensively grasp the Mother Ghost Nurturing a Child Story as a whole and broaden the horizon of
storytelling research.

Keywords : Mother Ghost Nurturing a Child Story; story derivatives; school of historical geography;

historical origin; geographical distribution
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FEB LA TRAE )R A LARERAARRKR, ZAaEERBERH TR 55 FHE(A
3] 7 AR D3] FT AR AR (1982—2019) )4 Jb 3) 7T X 38 & )48 B %R IH IR A R Z AT,

H AR AL H THAARRFRN, BASETRIHNTEDFL.ESTHNE 55 L.,2006 5,3 &
HINAFE - MBARREDRIE T LR, ZHRBBARRILNLEEY ALK AL P (KT
XKF) BB E TERRPZIP . ERNTRGEARSRY 7 @EET BRAEAD ., (BHLHTX)2019 F
HRRXKFHBRABRK, ZHBLFR, FACGFERRE T R TR L LIRS, T T H R LM R
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ANERS AREGH TR EAGEERE, AN, BASFE T B FH ARG LA AR M B
TAE L AT RAE AR P 0 E AR R, B B ST AR A AR AR SR KT KSR TR A M R L T R e S AR
R BEERF T ABAFGRGHEITT A0 2N, (XL LE(1982—2019))2020 F b KX K 5 #
WA R, EBICET 19822019 FiE 40 FH XA TR TR AR E . LA BETHTERY
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EFR FRAEINFAGY LHETERT KT RFHATEAERAN, EIHTRRAERED T4
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AT F R A TEAR ARG SR EELSRLE RAT FHOANLER, AT P K FEE K
YR G 503,




