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Farewell to God: Awakening and Self-binding of Humanity
——On Four Myths of the Separation of Heaven and Earth in Sub-Saharan Africa
Zheng Qin
(Department of Chinese Language and Literature s Peking University ,Beijing 100871)

Abstract : The “paradise type” myth of the separation of heaven and earth in sub-Saharan Africa reflects the
development process of human self-cognition.In the myth, the paradise period of the intimate and peaceful
relationship between god and men ended due to human greed and resistance. The separation of god and men
as well as heaven and earth indicates that human have moved from the comfortable stage when they were
not conscious of life and death and had no sense of the distinction of self and others, towards a conscious
reflection on the dialectical coexistence of subjective initiative and limitation. The way forward in this
process is twofold: as for the “vertical” relationship between god and men,the autonomy of human self-
reliance is ultimately limited by the indisputable fate of death, while in terms of the “horizontal” interpersonal
relationship, the intermediary that had appeared after the separation of god and men became the sacred
resource for the rulers to construct the power system,by which the generated social hierarchical order not
only marks the progress of human civilization, but also hides the bane of exploitation and disputes in the
world.The above antinomy reveals the prototype dilemma of human survival and development, i. e. the
awakening and self-binding of human nature are always accompanied by each other,not only pointing to the
past,but also to the eternal future.

Keywords : African mythology; separation of heaven and earth; awakening of humanity; intermediary;

hierarchical order



