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The Cultural Interpretation of Yi Prayer in Chu Jian

Hu Jiansheng
(School of Humanities ,Shanghai Jiao Tong University ,Shanghai 200240)

Abstract : There are many differences in the understanding of the character Yi and Yi prayer in Chu Jian in the
academic circle, which are mostly confined to the study of pure writing forms. Literary anthropology advocates
big cultural traditions and makes full use of cultural texts and oral knowledge to explain the cultural codes
of written texts.Based on the unearthed archaeological evidence, this paper holds that the character Yi is from
Yu to Xiong,which is the symbolic form of the ancient sky bear myth belief.Based on the handed-down literature
and oral culture,it is believed that Yi prayer is a kind of prayer ritual carrying the belief of the ancient
celestial bear myth. The ancestors believed that by putting on bear skin, wearing a bear-shaped mask, or
imitating the cries of bears, they could transform themselves into celestial bears and obtain the mythological
energy of celestial bears,so as to communicate with the mysterious world and achieve the realistic cultural
function of expelling disasters,curing diseases and saving people.
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