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Imaginings of Sand :Brink’s Metaphor of “Bidirectional Cultural Ambassador”
—A Literary Anthropological Interpretation

Zhang Tian
(School of Foreign Languages ,Wuhan College ,Wuhan 430205, Hubei)

Abstract : Imaginings of Sand by South African writer André Brink is an exemplary piece of literary
anthropology. The upbringing and life choices of the novel’s protagonist are metaphors for Brink’s violent
upbringing in a violent environment as a child, his awakening after leaving South Africa, his “narrative
therapy” back to it,and finally a steadfast South African “bidirectional cultural ambassador”. From the
perspective of literary anthropology.the novel presents the cultural situation of Afrikaners in South Africa
under specific historical and realistic circumstances, and his fictional world shows the projection of the writer’s
spiritual growth,thus providing vibrant anthropological materials for the study of 20" century history of
South Africa,the Afrikaner nation and indigenous African culture,and expressing the anthropological values of
openness,tolerance,communication and understanding.

Keywords : Imaginings of Sand ;literary anthropology;South Africa;bidirectional cultural ambassador



