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Investigation on the Change of Political Status of “Southern Soil” in Deng State
in Zhou Dynasty from the Perspective of Archaeology

Wang Xianfu
(Hubei Provincial Institute of Cultural Relics and Archaeology sWuhan 430077 , Hubei )

Abstract : In the early years of the Western Zhou Dynasty, the lands were enfeoffed to vassals as a barrier
thus to protect the Zhou Dynasty.Several vassals,including the State of Deng, were successively sealed in
the “Southern so0il”. The Deng State began to be enfeoffed after King Wu destroyed the Shang Dynasty and
was destroyed by the Chu State in 678 BC, which lasted for more than 300 years.Its political status was
established in the early Western Zhou Dynasty,and was relatively stable from the middle Western Zhou to
the forepart of the late Western Zhou.From the back end of late Western Zhou Dynasty to the forepart of
early Spring and Autumn Period, although Deng State was somewhat weakened because of the threat of
Chu State,its status was still relatively high.In the late period of the early Spring and Autumn Period, with
the strong rise of the state of Chu to fight for hegemony in the north,the status of the Deng State declined
rapidly and it finally perished to the State of Chu.Bronze wares with inscription still in existence and the
unearthed,as well as the discovered archaeological relics of the Deng State, have witnessed the process of
change.

Keywords : political status of Deng State;change;Southern Soil; Zhou Dynasty



