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The Cultural Identity of Dayu in Western Sichuan and Its
Implications for Rural Revitalization

—The Myth of the Ancestors as a Regional Cultural Glue

Zhang Duo Gao Qiyue
(School of Chinese Language and Literature ,Yunnan University , Kunming 650091, Yunnan)

Abstract : The living mythological resources throughout China are essential resources for constituting
native cultural complex and national cultural identity. Western Sichuan is one of the regions to be blessed
with abundant Dayu mythological resources nationally. The Dayu myths in the area belong to different ethnic
groups and correspond to different historical periods. Therefore, the mythological resources as a whole can
be characterized by high complexity and multi-layer.In diverse historical contexts, the Dayu myths have
played a part in promoting cultural exchanges between the Qiang people and the Han people and connections
among migrant groups in Sichuan Province. Dayu mythological resources in western Sichuan have made
great contributions to uniting regional cultural identity in recent history,suggesting that full utilization of
Chinese mythological resources in various regions can further stimulate integrated development of cultural
tourism,rural revitalization and cultural revival.

Keywords : the Dayu myths;rural revitalization;transformation of mythological resources;the myth of

Qiang people; Huguang migrants



