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On the Li-calligraphy Transformation of Handwriting of Chu Bamboo Slips
from the Perspective of Written Simplification

Wang Zulong' Wang Mansu®
(1.The Development Research Center of the Three Gorges Culture and Economic Society ,
China Three Gorges University ,Yichang 443002, Hubei ;
2.Department of Design s Polytechnic University of Milan ,Milan 20156, Lombardia)

Abstract : The handwriting of Chu bamboo slips is the product of the transformation of writing application
from the casting of inscriptions to writing on bamboo and silk.Besides the factors such as hand, tools, materials,
and field,the handwriting shape is the most intuitive and direct factor that can best reflect and embody the
change of the writing style. The written simplification of ancient seal scripts in Chu bamboo slips can be
traced back to handwriting shape. The written simplification of the handwriting of Chu bamboo slips is
mainly reflected in the transformation of the curve to the straight, the simplification of turn,the compliance
with the stroke,the oblique handwriting shape,and the adaption to the stroke order,and the change of the
reverse to the straight. The shape change of Chu bamboo slips’ handwriting implies the trend of square
characters, which is the motive of the Li-calligraphy transformation.

Keywords : handwriting shape;handwriting of Chu bamboo slips; written simplification; Li-calligraphy

transformation



