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The Cultural Significance of Dongting,the Original Place of Liu Yi’s Letter Delivery
LiLin He Wenxi

(School of Literature and Journalism , Xiangtan University , Xiangtan 411105, Hunan)

Abstract : The intangible cultural heritage of folklore “Liu Yi’s Letter Delivery” was first recorded in
the Tang tale book of Strange Story Collection under the name of The Biography of Spiritual Marriage
in Dongting.The reason why the place of “Liu Yi’s Letter Delivery” was arranged in Dongting was mainly
that The Biography of Spiritual Marriage in Dongting was closely related to the Taoist concept of immortals in
the Tang Dynasty.Dongting literally meant immortal”’s residence and was an aesthetic image in Chinese literature
where frustrated literati expressed their feelings of hardship. Therefore,it made sense for Liu Yi,a failed
Confucian scholar,and his cousin Xue Jia to visit there for immortals and Taoism. At the same time, the
water in Dongting was fierce and misty,which also fitted with the mysterious atmosphere of the legend of
the water monsters and dragon maiden. In addition, after the An-Shi Rebellion, various social conflicts
needed to be alleviated by moral indoctrination,and Liu Yi,a native of Dongting that valued morality and
righteousness,was able to become a model of moral education. It was in the imaginary fairy world of
Dongting that “Liu Yi’s Letter Delivery” faithfully showed the changes in the mentality of scholars in the
Tang Dynasty. This not only conformed to Confucianists’ relentless pursuit of moral cultivation, but also
satisfied the desire of most scholars to seek spiritual sustenance in difficulties.
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