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Clan Society and the Mingling of Human Beings with Gods: Realistic Foundation

of Chinese Mythology Patriarchalization

Yuan Yongxin Xiong Yi
(School of Humanities and New Media sYangtze University ,Jingzhou 434023, Hubei)

Abstract : Clan society relies on ancestor worship as its spiritual foundation, takes loyalty and filial piety as its
code of conduct,and takes its way of life characterized by the clustering of the same lineage in the Ming
Dynasty system and their interaction with other lineage clusters as the main way of life, which determines
the way of life in Chinese mythology where people mingled with gods.This decisive role is mainly reflected
in the following aspects.Firstly,Chinese mythology takes ancestor worship concept as the spiritual appeal
of consolidating the group.Secondly, Chinese mythology regards dedication and fearlessness in sacrifice as
the guiding principle for humans and gods’ actions. Thirdly,the Chinese mythology is featured by the clustering of
the same lineage in the Ming Dynasty system,as well as the interactive activities between the same lineage
and the different lineage clusters, which are the primary ways of life for humans and gods. When Chinese
mythology uses the real world of clan society as the blueprint for the distorted world it reflects, and
constructs a way of life in the world that mingled with humans and gods,it means that the real life of clan
society has laid a solid realistic foundation for the patriarchalization of Chinese mythology.

Keywords : clan; clan society; way of life; Chinese mythology; patriarchalization



