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An Analysis of the Flood Myth from the Perspective of Prototype Criticism

Shi Zixuan
(Department of Chinese Language and Literature s Peking University ,Beijing 100871)

Abstract : The flood myth is one of the most widespread types of myths.From the perspective of “collective
unconsciousness” and “archetype” of analytical psychology.in the flood myth,“earth” represents the self-
consciousness which is closely related to human beings, while “water” is the existence outside of human
beings. The text of the flood myth can be regarded as an archetypal projection of the psychological cognitive
development process of the emergence,expansion, frustration and reconciliation of human self-consciousness,and it
is the “collective unconsciousness” that motivates people to continuously narrate and experience the flood
myth.

Keywords : flood myth;archetype;collective unconsciousness; psychoanalysis



