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A Discussion on Ji Lian and the Early Lineage of the Chu Tribe

in the Bamboo Slips of Tsinghua University Chu Ju

Zhou Bo
(School of History ,Shandong University,Jinan Shandong 250100)

Abstract: The legend of Ji Lian, the ancestor of Chu, was recorded in Chu Ju,an article of bamboo
slips of Tsinghua University. The record was different from that of historical books such as Shi Ji.Ji Lian
in Chu Ju should be divided into three dimensions: tribal name, general leader title and historical figure
name.]i Lian included three connotations:the ancestor of the Mi surname living in the Yu to Xia periods,
the constantly migrating tribe during the Xia and Shang dynasties, and the leader who intermarried with
the Shang royal family during the Pan Geng period. The relationship between Ji Lian and Xue Xiong in Chu
Ju was also different from that in Sh: Ji.Ji Lian living in the Yu to Xia periods was the ancestor of Xue
Xiong,but in the Pan Geng period,]Ji Lian and Xue Xiong had a brotherly tribal relationship.This reflected
the differentiation and development of the Ji Lian tribe in the mid Shang period.Shi Ji and Chu Ju constructed
different early lineage of the Chu tribe.Shi Ji traced the origin of Chu tribe to Zhuan Xu without highlighting
Ji Lian,while Chu Ju began with Ji Lian and highlighted his deeds, which embodied different literature
compilation logic and value tendency.
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