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Heavenly Book Legends: The Sacred Discourse Construction of Silk Manuscripts

Ze Hao
(School of Humanities s Shanghai Jiao Tong University ,Shanghai 200240)

Abstract: In 2025, the fragmented Chu silk manuscripts returned from the United States, providing
new material evidence and research opportunities for decoding the civilization genes of the Chinese “Heavenly
Script. ” In mythology and history, silk fabrics realized political empowerment through the sacred king’s
divine mandate,constructing a bidirectional interplay between mythological thinking and power practices
under the “correspondence between Heaven and humans” system. The “Lingguang” textiles from the Warring
States Chu bamboo slips and the shamanistic texts recorded in Chu Ci mutually corroborate,indicating that
silk , through forms such as dance costumes and musical instruments,played a crucial communicative role in

i

the shamanic interactions during rain-praying rituals. This achieved a translation from “patterns” to
“script,” explaining the material origin of “using silk as writing” as a medium for divine communication.
Through the monopoly of knowledge and the display of power, silk condensed the uniquely inherited
knowledge transmission methods and power construction mechanisms of Chinese civilization during the
“shamanism-institution” transition. By analyzing the symbiotic relationship between material carriers and
spiritual beliefs via a fourfold evidential approach,new insights can be offered for understanding the profound

interactive patterns of Chinese civilization.

Keywords : Chu silk manuscripts;silk; mythological history;myth



