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The Reverence of the Divine in Mythological Tales:
The Relationship between Sacredness and Moral Norms

Liu Shuhua
(School of Marxism ,China University of Mining and Technology s Xuzhou Jiangsu 221116)

Abstract : Mythological tales carry the functions of spiritual sustenance and social edification, and reinforce
moral order through the binary structure of the sacred and the secular. Reverence, as a distinctive emotional
experience and cognitive approach,bridges the two dimensions of sacredness and moral norms. Such tales
engender a psychology of awe through mystery and the unknown,and strengthen this sentiment through
mechanisms of punishment and protection, ultimately give rise to a sense of awe that transcends the mundane. The
sacred provides the ultimate basis for moral norms, while the sense of awe becomes the internal driving force
compelling individuals to abide by these norms.
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