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The Mythological Origin and Narrative Tradition of Chinese Tiger Culture

Ren Kuan
(School of Culture and Media Guizhou Normal University ,Guiyang Guizhou 550018)

Abstract: As an early symbol of traditional Chinese culture,the tiger holds an equally significant position in
the realm of belief as the dragon. The discovery of the shell carvings of a dragon and a tiger in the tomb of the
Yangshao Culture site in Xishuipo, Puyang, Henan Province,indicates that not only was there dragon worship
but also tiger belief in the late primitive society. In this sense, the tiger stories that have been passed down in
various regions of China are distinct from those of other animals. The ancient and vigorous tiger culture has
determined and influenced the narrative characteristics of tiger stories,which are characterized by an early
emergence,rich development forms,and wide dissemination areas. Research on its mythological origin and
narrative tradition is conducive to understanding the unique value of tiger culture as an element of Chinese
cultural structure and also helps to expand the research on the origin and inheritance of tiger culture.

Keywords : Chinese Tiger Culture; Mythological Origin;Narrative Tradition; Four Symbols of China



