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The Technological Imagination and Poetic Implications of
“Artisan Creates a Man” Folktale

Xu Zhigiang Zhang Yunduo
(College of Chinese Language and Literature ,Central China Normal University sWuhan Hubei 430079)
Abstract : Poetics of folktale advocates a return to the literary quality of folk narratives, highlighting
their magnificent imagination and profound aesthetic significance. Building on this foundation, this paper
focuses on the “artisan creates a man”type. exploring its technological imagination and poetic characteristics.,
while also seeking to establish a dialogue with contemporary ethical issues in artificial intelligence. Centered on

the core motif of a skilled artisan crafting an automaton from wood, these tales can be categorized into four

& &

subtypes: “testing with the automaton,”*“automaton romance,”“automaton malfunction,”and “learning to
create an automaton. ”In these stories, the artisan uses wood as the medium, with the creation process often
concealed within a technological“black box,”while the automaton is endowed with multiple functions such
as labor, marriage,and performance. The tales not only constitute a fundamental inquiry into the nature of
life creation but also harbor the populace’s philosophical reflections on technological ethics. They present a
poetics of wonder distinct from the Western concept of the“uncanny.”alongside a holistic wisdom that integrates
Qi and Dao. Revitalizing the“artisan creates a man”fantasy in the posthuman era and understanding how
folk narratives express the aspiration to transcend biological limits, and gain Eastern insights into contemporary
human-machine relations.

Keywords :artisan creates a man;technological imagination; humanoid robots;story-poetry



