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A Poetic Study of Aquatic Spatial Narratives in San Yan

Sun Zhengguo
(College of Chinese Language and Literature ,Central China Normal University sWuhan Hubei 430079)

Zhang Ying

Abstract : Scholarly attention towards the study of spatial narratives in vernacular fiction is steadily
increasing. The aquatic depictions in Feng Menglong’s San Yan constitute a poetic system of multifarious
functions and profound significance. Within San Yan ,aquatic spaces serve not merely as a “liminal space”
for plot twists,relational formations,and ethical trials, but also as a reflection of characters’ desires and
psychology. These spaces thus become an arena for civic ethics and a heterotopic vessel for folk beliefs. Set
against the backdrop of a flourishing commercial economy and the turbulent currents of the School of Mind
(Xinxue) in the late Ming dynasty, the aquatic spatial narratives in San Yan function as a prism through
which to observe socio-cultural transformations. The ethical tensions inherent in the portrayal of desire
(qingyu) ,alongside the spatial poetics of urban canals,collectively delineate a cultural landscape where the
refined and the popular coexisted. Through this systematic construction of space,Feng Menglong expands
the narrative dimensions of huaben fiction,achieves an aesthetic sublimation of folk narrative,and establishes an
“Aquatic Spatial Poetics” deeply rooted in the Jiangnan water-town culture.

Keywords : Feng Menglong; San Yan ; Aquatic Spatial Poetics;Folk Narrative



